Minutes

South Northants
Youth Engagement

Youth Council

Youth & Community Centre, Towcester
Monday 19" May 2025, 4 - 5.30pm

1. Attendees
Molly — Youth Leader
Amelia — Youth Support Worker
Katherine — Young Person
Alex — Young Person
Bella — Young Person
Ava — Young Person
Poppy — Young Person
Ellie — Young Person
Imogen — Young Person
Emma — Young Person
Georgia — Young Person (via Zoom)

2. Happy Birthday to Youth Council
15 Towcester meeting was held on 20" May 2024
Go Ape was 27" April 2024

3. Reminder of Expectations in Meetings
e Phones away - if it's boring you, tell us!
e Kindness is strength - make everyone feel welcome, cared for, respected and able
to speak up in the group
e Be optimistic - Youth Voice involves risking, trialing, adapting and improving — we
must always be willing to learn and change what we do

e Conversations may go off topic but try and stick to what we’re talking about/make it
relevant



e Respect people’s privacy — if we talk about individuals, try not to say names e
Try to be on time — understand odd occasions we have loads to discuss and it
delays getting started and means less time to discuss your great ideas e
Celebrate what makes you, you!!

Tell me what you think - do you agree? What would you change? Am | being
unfair? Agreed with these and thought they were good.

4. Funding

We are now funded again by The Constance Travis Endowment Fund (same as
last time)

All loved that we have pizzas again!

5. Easter Scavenger Hunt Fundraiser

Raised £183.69 across both towns & event !!!
Losingthewires LTD (Robert Knight) matched the money raised so total is now

£367.38 @©
Towcester Event Debrief - how did we think it went? What was good? What could

be better?

e All super chuffed at amount raised from this fundraiser
e Debrief
o Less footfall earlier on = maybe make event later on in afternoon on a
Saturday (when people are out and about for lunchtime?)
o They enjoyed the event and thought it went rather well and money raised

was positive

6. Movie Fundraiser
Appreciate this is Brackley’s project but thought I'd keep you
updated... Change of plans — push back to colder months
Don’t spend overly long on this — explain and move on

e Understood change to plan

e Suggested potentially showing a family friendly scary movie (i.e. Coraline) o

We explained that Brackley would be the one to choose as it’s their fundraiser
but we would pass the idea onto the group

7. Schedule of next few meetings
May — Planning Rotary Club visit
June — Visit from Rotary Club
July — Play & Activity Day planning
August — P&A day finalising
September -




e YP found it helpful to have an overview of the next few meetings

8. Youth Voice & The Importance
Mentioned ‘youth voice’ above in expectations etc. Our youth council is providing

youth voice, we just need to work to get it out into the community and make the
changes that you want to see.

“Doing something is better than doing nothing. You have to start

somewhere, then get better” — Laura Lundy
Has anyone heard of UNCRC and Article 12?7 — right to speak and be listened

to I've been researching and found the #iwill movement... show them sheets

HOW IT WORKS Looking at SNYE signing the Power of
Youth Charter and signing the Youth
Council up as a group

s Tl O D

Links into agenda items 9 & 10...

e Molly read out and explained a little about what she had been researching around

the UNCRC, Article 12, the #iwill movement and Power of Youth Charter e Ellie then

explained a little more about the #iwill movement and their involvement in the Youth

Strategy that is in the process of being formed

e They all agreed that this would be cool to sign up to - MOLLY TO SIGN UP POST
MEETING

e This led nicely into next agenda item

9. Imy & Ellie — WNC's Youth Advisory Council
Imy also Deputy Member of Youth Parliament
Tell group more about what they do/what’s involved etc.

e Ellie is part of Youth Advisory Council and on the social media team e

Imy is Deputy MYP and Treasurer (managing the budget)

e They jointly explained about the creation of this and what they get up to o Meet at
Guildhall in Northampton for various meetings and seminars on different topics
(apparently there is a lot on knife crime at the moment) e Imy explained that there
hasn’'t been a Youth Council for WNC since 2006 so it will take a little while to get set



up
o They are only in office for 9 months now (and unfortunately missed the
Parliament trip as they weren’t elected before the trip)
o So the plan is to set up for the next young people to come in in 9 months
time
= Imy plans to stand for re-election & go for MYP in the next cycle
= Ellie mentioned that she would stand for the YAC again
o It takes an average of 5yrs to get the YAC fully up and running
e We heard about ‘cake and debate’ that the YAC had set up with WNC councillors to
discuss problems affecting young people
o There are plans for the girls to go into Sponne and do the same with young
people
e Amelia mentioned that David Tarburn would like to get involved & help the YC in
any way that he can
e YAC are going to produce a questionnaire and distribute to every YP in West
Northants
o Main sections = safety, school, domestic, social
e We also discussed and clarified the differences between Towcester Town Council
(TTC) and West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) and how each work e YC
members mentioned about more police presence and engagement with young people
(don’t know how to go about this just yet but will work on that one)

10. Rotary Club Visiting
Carry on discussion

Delve deeper into podcasting equipment or lighting at the rec?

Design YC t-shirts?
Environmental impact & what can WE do? (REMEMBER: small changes make a
big impact)

Pair up with wombles and litter pick in the areas you use?

Do we set up some sort of challenge that we document on SM?

Can Rotary help us with any of this?

e Priority #1 = lighting at the Recreation Ground
o Current lighting faces the wrong way (onto the basketball court)
o There are also 3 cameras (do these even work?)
o Where would they put them? = near the tube (between the park and
basketball court
o Small part near Nicholas Hawksmoor school in addition to the rec
Priority #2 = YC t-shirts
o Would like a navy blue colour (fits in with SNYE logo but doesn’t match
volunteer shirts)
o Symbol of identity and connection to the YC
e Other ideas for later on down the line
o Study support outside of school



= Peer support/tutoring from few years above (that have sat exams)
» Georgia is Yr11 and willing to help younger members of group after

she has sat her exams
» Amelia mentioned that she would be willing to open the community
centre up so they could go and revise & SNYE ‘supervise’
o Forest school — get kids of their screens and out in nature
= Bella also mentioned that we could use this space to promote
biodiversity and the importance of protecting wildlife and our
environmental impact
o Litter picking — Tombles ?
o Forest trail (like The Gruffalo Trail at Salcey Forest)
= Local author with local history of Towcester
= Possibly Roman history
= Ellie mentioned about books at the Museum on Towcester’s history

11. Other Ideas & Discussions During Meeting
e Firework display in Towcester

o Food trucks

o Lantern parade

o Sell sparklers as a fundraiser

o Apparently not on in Towcester but a few in the surrounding villages (Greens
Norton, Blakesley and some visit the one in Daventry or Brackley) e Fundraiser with
Silverstone Youth Club

o Possibly at racetrack (due to amount of footfall)

o Make a connection before taking over the youth group ?
e YP are really keen to do a car boot sale at Towcester Racecourse (runs every

Saturday) - MOLLY WILL LOOK FURTHER INTO THIS

12. Next Meeting

" June (THIS IS CONFIRMED WITH ROTARY CLUB)
Next meeting = Monday 9



