Towcester Youth
Council Minutes Family

South Northants
Youth Engagement H Tow r

Monday 9th June 2025,
4 -5.30pm

1. Attendees

Molly — SNYE Youth Leader
Amelia — SNYE Youth Support Worker
Ava — Young Person
Katherine - Young Person
Alex - Young Person

Imy - Young Person

Emma - Young Person
Georgia - Young Person
Steph — Rotary Club
Howard — Rotary Club

Paul — Rotary Club

Melissa — Rotary Club

Apologies:

Poppy
Ellie

Bella

2. Rotary Club Visit
Street Lighting:

e Imy explained about the issue raised of lack of street lighting within the recreation

ground, contributing to anti-social behaviour
o The Rotary Club (RC) agreed that they had previously heard the same
feedback/issues arising

e Steph mentioned that PCSO Nicole Degg and members of Streetwatch had done
assemblies in Towcester’s schools and there is a patrol around the recreation
ground

o Although unsure on when and how frequent this occurs
e We agreed that this would be better tackled as a collaborative working/joint venture



with other organisations/business/individuals

o i.e. Waitrose, Towcester CofE Primary School
e Important to note that this would be under West Northants Council (WNC) and not a

‘click of the finger’ to be resolved (definitely not unimportant nonetheless) o RC
have said they will back SNYE’s Youth Council taking this forward with potential of
some financial help
0 Going to ask Councillor David Tarburn (Towcester Town Councillor and West
Northants Councillor, express an interest in supporting SNYE’s Youth Council)
for his backing and knowledge/connections to take further
= Steph offered RC support in our July meeting, where Molly was
going to invite David
e Steph asked a few questions (e.g. how many lights? Where best to place them? o
Molly drew image of rec ground and young people highlighted where they
would place lights

Youth Council (YC) T-Shirts:
e Katherine explained about the members’ idea of getting YC shirts
e Alex supported this with the approachability aspect
o Young people may feel more comfortable speaking to YC members if they
had a t-shirt advertising who they are and who they are a part of
o Also a sense of identity and portraying young people (YP) in a more positive
light (i.e. they are giving up their time to help at community events)

Fundraising Help:
e Steph asked YP if they needed help in the fundraising department and if so, with
what

e YP spoke about advertising and getting the word out further

o Howard — Facebook groups and networks via the RC Facebook page e RC
potentially could cover printing costs for posters (put up around the town) e Paul spoke
of Towcester being apathetic so to engage more people into our events, we need a
hook!

o This explains the success of YC bake sale at SNYE’s Play & Activity Day —
people already at event, bonus that there was homemade treats to buy ¢ RC would
be up for us to utilise their sleigh at Christmas

What is the Rotary Club and what do they do?
e The RC members explained the various sections of Towcester Rotary
e Youth Committee (Paul chairs this)
o Youth competitions — Young
writer/photographer/artist/musician/film-maker/environmentalist
= Local, district and national level
o Young RYLA (Rotary Youth Leaders Award) — 13 to 16 yrs, cost paid for by
Rotary
e Rotary Santa (Howard runs this) - around supermarkets and schools at Christmas



time
e Steph explained some things they have financially put towards (e.g. Towcestarians
netball equipment, resources for Deanshanger Hedgehog Rescue) o Also pack toy
bags for disadvantaged families — we discussed YC members possibly getting
involved with this
= RC and SNYE Youth Council becoming a partnership - they help us,
we help them

(3 out of 4 RC members left at this point, Steph stayed until end of meeting, 5.30pm)

Other discussions:
¢ WNC'’s Youth Advisory Council (Imy & Ellie part of YAC) survey o
Any age group (parents can help younger children fill out)

o RC happy to distribute further afield — get most responses as possible o
Farmer’'s Market (every 2™ Friday of the month)

o Would it be suitable for SNYE & few YC members to run info stall during
summer holidays?
= Molly explained we have done market previously & wasn’t
particularly helpful due to demographic but during summer might
be different
= Could use stall to gain petition signatures for rec ground lighting —
more backing from public, the better!
e Guest speakers & training
o RC can pay towards getting speakers and training into youth clubs or
Youth Council meetings
o Martial arts/self-defense training
o Youth Mental Health First Aid
e Bleed kits
o Not many in Towcester area (especially compared to Brackley) o
Reason behind = YC raised ASB point
0 Where would we put more of? — schools, rec ground
e PSHE lessons in school
o Previously discussed in YC meetings — issues with relevance, details of
info & teacher delivering info
o Usually 2 set themed topics a term, lessons then set around these o Idea
to get external organisations in to teach these PSHE lessons = I.e. N-Gage
for drugs, alcohol, smoking and vaping, Lowdown for mental health
= Potentially individuals with lived experience (actually achieving
engagement and gaining powerful learnings)
Next Steps:
e RC
o cost up t-shirts with company they use
o work out if lighting is feasible via WNC (backing not necessarily financial) o



Business meeting on Thursday 12" — Steph taking ideas forward
e SNYE Youth Council
o Decide what text/style/sizes for t-shirts

3. Minutes
Do YP want minutes sent out post meeting to reflect and remind of what we spoke
about etc? Or if weren’t able to attend?

YES to everyone after every meeting (MOLLY TO IMPLENT THIS ASAP)

4. Next Meeting
Next meeting = July (discussing Play & Activity Day Fundraiser)

YP mentioned that majority have work experience 7-18" July — so avoid this

5. Feedback
Scan QR code & complete feedback

All completed and Molly reviewing to help guide future meetings.



